BYLAWS

WOMEN'S CHAMBER OF COMMERCE OF
GREATER KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI

ARTICLE | - NAME AND PURPOSE

Sectlon 1 - Name

A

The name of this organization shall be Women's Chamber of Commerce of Gieater
Kansas City, Missouri.

This organization, founded in 1912 by and for women in business, was incorpo-
rated under the Laws of the State of Missouti in 1925.

The Women's Chamber of Commerce of Greater Kansas City, Missouri (WCC)
became a member of the United Stales Chamber of Commerce in 1924,

Section 2 - Purpose

A. The purpose of the WCC Is to improve the business environment through educa-

tion, community involvement, and clvic leadership, and to promote the common
interests of its members in achieving personal growth.

ARTICLE I - MEMBERSHIP

Section 1 - Membership Admission Procedure

A. Al applicants must be sponsoted by one WCC member in good standing.

B. Applications are submilted for approval at the regular monthly Board meeling.

Section 2 - Classifications of Membertship

A. Active Membership

Women who meet the requitements for company or individual membership shall
be entitled to hold office, to vote at all regular and special elections, and lo enjoy
the privileges available to the general membership. Active membeiship shall con-

sist of the following:

1. Company Membership (transferable)
A company may hold one or more membetships and designate a represen-

tative for each membership.

2. Individual Membership (non-transferable)
An individua! is eligible for membership if she is:
a. An owner or co-owner of a business,
b. A company officer, manager, or an individual in any other position of
recognized trust and responsibility, or
c. An aclive member of a profession.
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Associale Membership

When an aclive member relires or is no longer engaged in a business or a
profession and has been a member in good slanding for less than ten (10) years,
she may become an associale member upon payment of Associate Membership
dues. Associale members shall have all the privileges of aclive membership
except lhat of holding office.

Non-Resident Membeiship

A member who Is no longer a tesident of the Grealer Kansas City area may
retain her membership by paying the regular annual dues. Non-resident mem-
bers shall have all the piivileges of aclive membetship except that of holding

office.

Honorary Membership

Honorary membership (lifelime) may be confered for outstanding leadership by
a vole of two-thirds of members present and voling. An honorary member shall
have none of the obligations of membership in WCC, but shall be entitled to all
of the privileges except those of making molions, of voling, and of holding office.

Life Membeiship

1. Fonner Presidents
Life membership wilh dues waived shall be granted to former Presidents of
the WCC upon retirement fiomn aclive business. Such life membership shall
entitle the holder to all the privileges of active membership except that of
holding office. .

2. Relired Membership
Relired membership may be granted by the Board to a member in good
standing for ten (10) years of more, who has refired from aclive business,
and who has been an active patticipant in the organization. Such member-
ship shall entitle the holder lo all the privileges of active membership upon
payment of retired membership dues except that of holding office.

Student Membership
Membership may be granted to a woman student residing in the Greater Kansas

Cily area altending a two or four year college or university full-time (minimum 12
hours per semester), upon payment of student membership dues, and agreement
of participation in a minimum of two commiltee functions per calendar year. They
shall have all the privileges of aclive membership except that of voling and holding
office.

Section 3 - Resignations

A. Al resignations shall be submilted in wiiting to the Board. No resignation shall be

accepled unlil all current obligations have been met. Membership shall terminate
on the dale of acceptance of the resignation.
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Sectlon 4 - Membership Dues

A. Annual Dues
Annual dues for company, individual, associate, relired, non-resident, and student

memberships shall be set each year by the Board for the following calendar year.

B. Fees and Dues for New Members
Entrance fees for new members shall be set by the Board. Dues for the first year of
membershlp shall be prorated on a semi-annual basis. if a company Is repre-
sented by more than one member, the company shall be assessed entrance fees

for each member.

C. Reinstatements
Any former member who Is reinstated as an aclive member shall pay the regular

dues and entrance fees.

Section § - Delinquent Accounts

A. If a member's dues are unpald on March 1st, membership will be terminated. Mem-
bership will be reinstated upon payment of the dues and entrance fees.

ARTICLE Iil - BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Sectlon 1 - Responsibllities of the Board

A. The Board shall be the governing body with the responsibility to determine policies,
direct activities, control property and money owned by the organization, provide for
an annual review by a commiltee appointed by the Board, employ such persons or
firms as necessary, and declare a vacancy in any office or commillee for failure to

perform.

Section 2 - Membership of the Board

A. Number of Members
1. The Board shall be composed of twelve (12) (includes the Vice-President,
Secretary, Treasurer) elected members plus the President*, the President-Elect*,
the immediate Past President®, and the appointed Counselor. The appointed
Corresponding Secretary and Parliamentarian shall be considered ex-officio
members of the Board withoul vote.
(“In the event they ate nol serving as elecled inembers of the Board.)

B. Eligibllity for Board Membership
1. To be eligible for Board membership, a member must have been an aclive

member for at least one (1) year.
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C. Term of Office
1. Annually, four (4) Directors shall be elected lo seive for a term of three (3)
years, beginning on January 1st following the election, or until their succes-

sors are elected.

2. No member of the Board may succeed herself on the expiration of a three-year
tern of office for a period of two (2) years except as President, President-
Elect, Counselor, or Immediale Past President.

Section 3 - Meelings of the Board

A. Regular Meelings
1. The regular meeling of the Board shall be held at such time and place as
detenmined by the Board, nolice having been given.

2. A majoiity of the Board shall conslilule a quorum at any regular meeting.

B. Special Meelings
1. Special meelings of the Board may be called al any time by the President or
upon wiillen request of seven imembers of the Board. A majorily of the Board
will conslitule a quorum at any special meeting. The purpose of the meeling
shall be staled in the call. Except in emergency, at least five (5) days notice
shall be given.

Seclion 4 - Vacancies on the Board

A. Three conseculive absences or five in one year shall conslitule a vacancy on the
Board, subject to aclion by the Executive Commmiltee.

B. Any vacancy on the Board shall be filled by the Board. The members so elected
shall serve the unexpired term of the Direclor whose posilion is being filled. A
member elected to fill an unexpited term for less lhan a period of eighteen (18)
months shall be eligible for election to that position. Filing an unexpired term for
more than eighteen (18) months shall be considered as a full poition of the term.
(See Adticle lil, Seclion 2-C.2.)

ARTICLE IV - EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Section 1 - Membership

A. The Piesident, Presidenl-Elecl, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, and Counse-
lor shall comprise the Execulive Commiltee. The President shall serve as Chalr.

Seclion 2 - Dulies

A. The Execulive Commiltee may acl for the Board in the interim between ils meet-
ings. The Execulive Committee shall submit, at regular meelings of the Board, a
report of its aclions for ralification. A majorily of the Execulive Committee shall
constilule a quorum.
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B. The Execulive Commillee may employ, subject to he approval of the Board, such
persons or fitms considered necessary. The salaries of employees and whether
they should be bonded and in what amounts shall be determined by the Execulive
Committee, subject to the approval of the Board.

C. The Executive Committee shall supervise the operation of the administiative office
of the organizalion.

ARTICLE V - OFFICERS

Sectlon 1 - President

The President shall preside at all meelings and serve as Chair of the Board and
Executive Commiltee. She shall appoint the chairs of all commiltees, except lhe
Nominating Committee, subject to the ralificalion of the Board, and shall seive as
an ex-officio member of all commiltees except the Nominaling Commillee.

The President shall serve as Trustee ex-officio of lhe Madalyne Brock Foundalion.
She may appoint a Parliamentarian and a Coiresponding Secretary. The Presi-
dent shall be the official delegate to the annual meeling of the U. S. Chamber of
Commerce. She. shall be the tepresentative of WCC in communily aclivilies. She
shall make an annual report of all WCC aclivities lo the membership duing the,

month of December.

Section 2 - President-Elect

The President-Elect shall assume the dulies of the President in her absence and
perform such other dulies as the President shall designate and will automalically
assume the office of President for the next year.

Section 3 - Vice-President

The Vice-President shall assume the dulies of the President-Elect in her absence
and petform such other dulies as the President shall designale.

Section 4 - Secretary

The Secrelary shall keep an accurate tecord of all meetings of the Board and
Executive Committee, including allendance and the iepoits of Officers and com-
mittee chairs, and to petform all olher dulies as oidinarily peitain lo such office.

Section 5 - Treasurer

The Treasurer shall establish and maintain procedures to collect funds, make dis-
bursements, provide financial recotds, and repoit lo the Board and Execulive Com-
mittee. The retiiing Treasurer shall submit financial statements at the close of the
fiscal year, no later than January 30 of the following year, to a review comimillee
appointed by the Board. (See Atlicle ll, Seclion 1-A.)
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Section 6 - Counselor to the Board and Executive Commiltee

- To be eligible for the office of Counselor, a member must have served as President.
The Counselor shall be appointed by the current President and shall act in an
advisory capacily to the Executive Commitlee and Board and shall be a voting
member of both groups.

Section 7 - Term of Office

The term of office of all Officers shall be for one year or until their successors are
elected. ,

Section 8 - Vacancy In Office

A vacancy In an office shall be filled by the Board. The member so appointed shall
serve {he unexpired term of the Olfficer whose posilion is being filled.

ARTICLE VI - ELECTION PROCEDURES

Section 1 - Officers and Board of WCC and Trustee of the Madalyne Brock
Foundation

A. Nominatlions
1. A Nominaling Commillee for Officers, Directors, and Truslee shall be selected
by the Board; shall be comprised of one member from the Executive Commit-
lee, two members from the Board, and two members from the general mem-
beiship; the Chair shall be elected by the Nominating Committee. The names
of the committee members shall be published in the September issue of the
official publication.

2. The Nominating Commiltee shall report ils list of candidates to the member-
ship in the October official publication.

8. Petilion
1. Additional names of candidates may be nominated by pelilion bearing the
genuine signatures of ten percent (10%) of the membership qualified to vote.
Such petitions must be fiied with the Nominating Committee within seven (7)
calendar days after notice has been given of the names of those nominated.
The determination of the Nominaling Cominillee as to the legality of the
pelition(s) shall be final.

C. Determination
1. If no petition is filed within such seven-day period, the nominations shall be
closed and lhe nominated slate of Officers, four (4) Directors, and Trustee
shall be submilled for eleclion at a meeling, no later than October 20th, by
those membeis present and voling.

2. If a legal petilion is filed, the names of all candidates shall be arranged on the
ballot in alphabelical order. No identification shail be made on the ballot to
identify any candidate nominated by the Nominating Commiltee or any candi-
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date nominated by petition.
Refer to Article VI, Section 1-D, for Election Commiltee process.

D. Election Commiltee

1. The President shall appoint an Election Commillee, composed of the Board
members whose lerms expire at the end of the current calendar year, lo see
that the election of the Officers, Directors, and Trustee Is carried out according
to the terms and condilions of these Bylaws; thal adequate telleis are avail-
able; that all voles of the meinbeis eligible to vote aie propeily tallied; and to
declare the resulls of said eleclion in a wiitten repoit to the Nominating Com-
mittee. An election shall be held no later than October 20th.

E. Certification of New Officers, Directors, and Trustee
1. Following the official determinalion of the new Olficers, Directors, and Trustee,
the Nominating Commitlee shall ceitify their hames lo the current President
by a statement signed by members of the Nominaling Commiltee.

Section 2 - Nolification to Membership

A. The names of newly-elecled Officers and the other imembers of the Board and
Trustees for the ensuing year shall be published in the next issue of the official

publication.

ARTICLE VIl - COMMITTEES

Sectlon 1 - Function of Committees

A. With the approval of the Board, the President shall appoint comuniltees to direct
the activilies of WCC lo accomplish ils purpose and to provide for its administra-
tive needs.

B. The following standing commiltees shall be: Civic Commillee, Business and Com-
merce Commillee, Administrative Comnmiltee.

C. No committee shall represent the WCC either favoring or opposing any projecl or
proposal without the specific authority of the Board.

Sectlon 2 - Chalrs

A. The commiltee chairs shall be selected by the President ftom the members of the
Board, whenever possible. Each commillee chair shall have the responsibifity of
organizing her committee, shall call the fitst meeting no later than January, shall
direct the commiittee In initiating programs to be submitted to the Board for ap-
proval, and shall hold such meelings of the commillees as are necessaty lo ac-
complish its program.

B. It shell be the duty of committee chairs to report on their commiltee activities and
make recommendations for Board aclion at the regular meetings of the Board; to
submit coples of all correspondence to the President; and to make interim reports
of comCe aclivities upon request of the President,
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C. A commitlee chair shall not bind the organization to any aclion except by specific
authority of the Board. All coriespondence fiom WCC must be approved by the
President.

Section 3 - Membership of Commiltees

A. Commiltee inembeiship shall be open to all members for all commillees with the
exceplion of special commiltees approved by the Board.

ARTICLE VIIl - MEETINGS OF GENERAL MEMBERSHIP

Section 1 - Annual Meeling

A. An annual meeling shall be held on a dale, in December, and at a place lo be
delenmined by the Board.

Section 2 - Special Meetings

A. A special meeling of the membership may be called by the President when autho-
rized by the Board or upon wiilten pelition of 25% of voling members. A wiilten
notice of the special meeting, staling time, place, and business lo be transacled,
shall be mailed al least ten (10) days before the meeling to all members.

Section 3 - Installation Meeting

A. A meeling for the insltallation of Olfficers and Direclors shall be held in January.

Section 4 - Quorum

A, A majoiily of members present and voling shall conslitute a quorun at any meet-
ing.

ARTICLE IX - PUBLICATIONS

Section 1 - Official Publication
There shall be an official publication mailed monthly to the membership. Announce-
ments of meelings and business of the organizalion shall be published and shalt
constilute official nolilication to the meinbership.

Section 2 - Roster
From lime lo lime a roster containing the curient Bylaws and inforinalion approved
by the Board shall be published for the use of the membership. Such roster shall

be for the exclusive use of the membeiship and not for general circulation or adver-
lising purposes.
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ARTICLE X - REPRESENTATION

A member named lo represent WCC shall not hind the organizalion to any aclion
except by specific authorily granled by the Board.

ARTICLE ,x_ - NONDISCRIMINATION

As used In these Bylaws, feminine terms shall be undeistood lo include the mascu-
line.

ARTICLE Xl - PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY
‘Robeit's Rules of Order, Newly Revised” shall govern this organizalion in all cases
to which they are applicable and in which they are not inconsislent with these
Bylaws.
ARTICLE Xill - TRUST FOUNDATIONS

Section 1 - Madalyne Brock Foundation

A. The Madalyne Brock Foundation (MBF), a tiust foundalion eslablished by WCC in
1961, shall be aclively suppoited by WCC.

B. MBF Tiustees shall be elected at the annual eleclion of WCC in accordance with
the Trust Agreement of the Foundalion.

C. The MBF repoit, including a financial statemenl, shall be made semi-annually lo
the Board and annually to the membership in a manner prescribed by the Board.

Section 2 - Presidents’ Scholarship Fund

A. The Presidents' Scholarship Fund (PSF), eslatlished by WCC in 1990, shall be
aclively supported by WCC.

B. The PSF Trustee shall be appointed annually by the current President.

C. WCC Board may annually request a PSF repoil in a manner presciibed by the
Board.

ARTICLE XIV - AMENDMENT CF BYLAWS
These Bylaws may be amended at any regular or special meeling of the WCC by a two-
thirds vote of the members present and voting provided that the amendment has been
submitted in the official publication immedialely prior to the meeting at which the vole is
to be taken.

(8/93)
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